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American Academy of Nursing Partners with RAND Corporation 
to Study Nursing Models that Build a Culture of Health  

 
Academy Receives Grant from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to Execute 

Research Initiative 
 
Washington, D.C. (January 21, 2016) –The American Academy of Nursing has received a grant from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) to partner with the RAND Corporation to examine nurse-designed models of 
care that will address many key social determinants of health and to empower and support people to lead 
healthier lives. 
 
“We are grateful to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for their support of our initiative to advance a culture of 
health in communities across the United States,” said Academy President Bobbie Berkowitz, PhD, RN, FAAN. 
“Nursing has long focused on patient- and family-centered care, pursuing a holistic view of individuals that 
incorporates aspects of their family, community and work environment. This perspective makes nurses uniquely 
positioned to break down the current siloed approach to health care and advocate for social action and policy 
changes on behalf of patients.” 
 
The Academy’s “Edge Runner” initiative, previously originally funded by RWJF, identifies nurses who have 
developed innovative models of care that have good clinical and financial outcomes. The new grant will examine 
how these models address elements that have been identified as contributing to the creation of a shared value of 
health among individuals, families and communities. The Academy is partnering with the RAND Corporation, to 
collect and analyze data from the Edge Runners’ models of care to identify key learnings that  can be used to help 
other providers  advance their efforts to promote a culture of health in communities. 
 
To date, the Academy has publicly recognized 54 individual Edge Runners who have created 42 innovative  care 
models deliver evidence-based high quality health care at reduced cost.  Many of these models focus on fostering 
a culture of health through building multi-sector partnerships and promoting equitable access to high-quality 
services. 
 
For more information on the Edge Runner models of care, go to www.AANnet.org/edgerunners. 

 
### 

 
About the American Academy of Nursing 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) serves the public and the nursing profession by advancing 
health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. The 
Academy's more than 2,400 fellows are nursing's most accomplished leaders in education, management, 
practice, and research. They have been recognized for their extraordinary contributions to nursing and health 
care. 
 
About the RWJF 
For more than 40 years the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has worked to improve the health and health care. 
We are striving to build a national Culture of Health that will enable all to live longer, healthier lives now and for 
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generations to come. For more information, visit www.rwjf.org. Follow the Foundation on Twitter 
atwww.rwjf.org/twitter or on Facebook at www.rwjf.org/facebook. 
 
About RAND 
The RAND Corporation (www.RAND.org) is a nonprofit research organization that develops solutions to public 
policy challenges to help make communities throughout the world safer and more secure, healthier and more 
prosperous. 
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